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MIGRATION OF OUR BIRDS IN THE SPRING OF 1912. 



BY BROTHER ALPHONSUS, C. S. C. 



This year the first migrants were two weeks later than their 
usual dates for arriving. The Bluebird and Song Sparrow were 
three weeks late. A number of species that may be seen in March, 
when the month is mild, did not arrive until April. Such were 
the Mourning Dove, Chipping Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Cow- 
bird, Red-winged Blackbird and Kingfisher. 

In April the average temperature for the whole month was 
below 55 , which caused many of the birds that may be seen even 
in March to come as late as the 5th or 10th of April. Among 
these tardy arrivals were the Kingfisher, Flicker, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Cowbird and Chipping Sparrow. 

In May the temperature rose to 68° on the 2nd and remained 
there for several days. Immediately a strong influx of warblers 
and other species was noticeable. Twenty species arrived during 
the first six days. There was then a gap of seven days, during 
which the temperature was below 68°, with no new arrivals. 
Although the temperature did not rise above 68° until the 19th, 
still the migration was resumed on the 13th ,when the thermometer 
registered 45 at 9:50 A. M. Between this date and the 19th, 
seventeen species arrived. 

The period in which warblers arrived was from April 16th 
until May 26th — 40 days. The total number of warblers seen 
was twenty. 

Migrants not seen this spring were: Purple Finch, Hell 
Diver, Maryland Yellowthroat, Purple Martin, Dickcissel, Sparrow 
Hawk, Wilson Warbler, Long-billed Marshall Wren, Yellowlegs, 
Prairie Horned Lark, Hummingbird, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
Black-billed Cuckoo and Chickadee. 
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APRIL 



i Vesper Sparrow 

2 Fox Sparrow 

2 Towhee 

2 Red-winged Blackbird 

2 Phoebe 

3 Mourning Dove 

5 Chipping Sparrow 

5 Hermit Thrush 

6 Cowbird 

6 Golden-crowned Kinglet 

6 Brown Creeper 

7 Screech Owl 

8 Kingfisher 
io Flicker 

io White-breasted Nuthatch 



ii Downy Woodpecker 

12 Sapsucker 

13 Barn Swallow 

15 Brown Thrasher 

16 Myrtle Warbler 

2 1 Bobwhite 

22 Spotted Sandpiper 

23 Tree Sparrow 

26 Red-headed Woodpecker 

27 Golden-crowned Kinglet de- 

parted 
27 Sapsucker departed 

29 Black and White Warbler 

30 Warbling Vireo 

30 Brown Creeper departed 



MAY 



i Chimney Swift 
1 Least Flycatcher 

1 Bittern 

2 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

2 White-throated Sparrow 
2 Baltimore Oriole 
2 Catbird 
2 Kingbird 

2 Scarlet Tanager 

3 House Wren 

3 Yellow Wrabler 

3 Blackburnian Warbler 

3 Redstart 

3 Black-poll Warbler 

3 Tennessee Warbler 

3 Nashville Warbler 

3 Black-throated Green War- 

bler 

4 Red-breasted Nuthatch 

4 Black-throated Blue Warbler 
4 Orchard Oriole 
4 Snowbird departed 



5 Ruby-crowned Kinglet de- 
parted 
5 Yellow Palm Warbler 
5 Chestnut-sided Warbler 
5 Cape May Warbler 

5 Magnolia Warbler 

6 Wood Pewee 

6 Crested Flycatcher 
13 Yellow-throated Warbler 
13 Bay-b rested Warbler 
13 Bobolink 

13 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

14 Indigo Bird 

15 Wood Thrush 

15 White-crowned Sparrow 
17 Tennessee Warbler departed 
17 Rose-breasted Grosbeak de- 
parted 

17 Red-breasted Nuthatch de- 

parted 

18 White-throated Sparrow de- 

parted 



MIGRATION O* OUR BIRDS 305 

18 Chestnut-sided Warbler de- 21 Myrtle Warbler departed 

parted 22 Least Flycatcher departed 

19 Cape May Warbler departed 24 Cedarbird 

19 Nighthawk 26 Whip-poor-will 

19 Yellow throated Vireo 26 Black-poll Warbler departed 

19 Red-eyed Vireo 27 Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

19 Canadian Warbler 29 Black-throated Green War- 

20 Alder Flycatcher bier departed 

20 Pine Warbler 30 Hermit Thrush departed 

Total number of migrants seen, 82 



A QUESTION OF SYNONYMS. 



BY J. A. NISUWLAND. 



Following the lead of Dr. Rydberg* who proposed the genus 
Galeorchis with Orchis spectabilis Finn, as type, Dr. Smallj ako 
rejects Rafinesque's name Galearis% for that plant, because there 
was an earlier name Galearia Presl, || a segregate of Trifolium. 
For that matter there was a still earlier Galearia Heist, (1748), 
and since Rafinesque's time another such for a group of Fuphor- 
biaceous plants. § Rafinesque's name Calistachya, (1808) of which 
C. virginica (or Veronica virginica Finn.) is the type has not been 
admitted and the Leptandra Nuttall (181 8) given preference, 
because there was a Callistachys Vent. (1803). J for a similar 
reason to that stated above. Whether Galearis and Galearia, a 
four syllabled word and the other of five, though of common 
derivation, are so sufficiently alike as to constitute synonyms, need 
not be decided here, but may be left to the reader to form his 
own opinion. As a matter of note we may mention that the spoken 
name may be regarded as the name of the plant, for one of the 

* Rydberg. P. A. Britton's Manual Fl. N. U. S. 292 (1901). 
t Small, J. K. Flora S. E. U. S. p. 312 (1903). 
J Rafinesque, C. S. Fl. Tell. p. II. p. 39, (1836). 
!| Presl. Symb. Bot. I. 49, (1830). 
§ Zoll. & Mor. Syst. Verz. Zoll. 19 (1845-46). 

U This name was translated into Calistachya Sin. Trans. Linn. Soc. IX, 
267 (1808). The latter example is not perhaps as typical as the former. 



